
EXCEPTIONAL QUIRKS, part 2 

     TIP 1:   Be on the lookout for documents in unusual places. 
 
QUIRK no. 1:  Delayed birth registrations are great—if you can find them. Funny thing is, a 

registration may not have occurred in the state in which a person was born. Rather, an adult may 
have filed at a courthouse in the county where that person later resided. While Washington State 
delayed birth registrations were filed in the counties of birth, other states didn’t have the same 
policies or procedures. Here are two examples, showing the top parts of the registrations:  
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    TIP 2:  Watch for census transcripts that may match “strays” or in-laws on  
  Supplemental Schedules with the wrong families or households. 

 
QUIRK no. 2:  “Strays” are people who live in a household headed by someone not related 

to them or who have different last names. Sometimes census enumeration sheets list them on 
Supplemental Schedules, rather than on the same sheet where the head of household is shown, 
either because the census enumerator inadvertently omitted them or because the enumerator 
returned to the house or neighborhood to gather additional information. 
 
The example here, from Ancestry.com, shows 
how one guy was indexed as if he lived in the 
household of the people listed before him, but he 
actually resided in a different household, listed on 
an earlier census page. His age had also been 
interpreted as 88, but look closely at the image  
below: it was written as 80. (He died five days  
after this census was taken.)  
 
If you find a stray on a Supplemental Schedule,  
pay close attention to the first four columns of  
the census sheet. These columns have the street  
address, house number, dwelling number, and 
family number or visitation order number.  
Make a note of them, and then look for the same  
numbers recorded for a household on an earlier 
census page of the same enumeration district.  
 
 

 

This is the household in which he actually resided: 

    

ANNOUNCEMENT: This is the last Quirky Genealogy Tip Sheet I will be producing.  

I hope they have been helpful to you. Happy New Year!  — Evelyn   

 

 
This fact sheet is a public service by Evelyn Roehl to help people find records about their ancestors. 

Contact her by e-mail, kinhunters@gmail.com, or phone 206-634-1709. 

Please feel free to share this with friends, fellow kin-seekers, and family history and genealogical organizations. 
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